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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Who will stop making music and when? 

2. Which factors can explain who will survive puberty without 
giving up music making?



SURVIVAL ANALYSIS

• A musical activity variable was computed to indicate if a pupil 

engaged in any of the five possible musical activities

• in an orchestra, 

• with friends, 

• at special occasions,

• as part of a group, 

• or in individual music lessons. 

• A binary dependent variable (dropout event / no dropout event) was 

computed from the binary items of the CCM measure



HAZARD OF DROPPING OUT



SURIVAL OF GIRLS AND BOYS



EXPLANATORY MODELS



GLM
Predictors Estimate SE Z value p

Intercept -6.06 0.94 -6.435 < .001***

Age 0.33 0.07 5.087 < .001***

Emotional stability -0.19 0.11 -1.708 .09

Musical home environment -0.57 0.10 -5.629 < .001***

R2 = .14

Results from the generalized linear mixed model as indicated by a back-fits test predicting musical drop out.

N = 719, ***p < .001



CROSS-SECTIONAL GLM
Predictors Estimate SE Z value p

Intercept -3.38 1.05 -3.232 .001**

Musical home environment -0.71 0.12 -6.093 < .001***

TOM entity 0.50 0.22 2.276 .02*

Conscientiousness 0.30 0.13 2.229 .03*

Emotional stability -0.23 0.15 -1.504 0.13

R2 = .55, accuracy = .83

Results from the generalized linear model as indicated by a stepwise regression selection method predicting musical drop out.

N = 404, ***p < .001, **p < .01, *p < .05



SUMMARY

• Musical drop out rates increase when children turn 15 years old which
coincides with many other physiological and social changes. 

• Although female pupils are more likely to stay musically engaged until
they are 15 years old, the decrease of their engagement is even more
drastic when they are 15 and 16 years old. 

• The measurement of musical home environment proved to be an 
important predictor, suggesting that children that experience or
participate in a lot of musical activities at home with their family are
more likely to stay musically engaged. 



OUTLOOK

• Limitations 

• More younger than older students

• Too view trajectories

• Engagement measurement

• A supporting musical home environment is a protective factor against 
musical drop out.

• Parents as well as music teachers should be aware of the increased 
likelihood for musical drop out as children grow older. 



WHY DID I EVER STOP MAKING MUSIC?



MORE ON MUSICAL SURVIVAL

Video presentation (15min):
https://youtu.be/yvWNfs9ki2E

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FyvWNfs9ki2E&data=05%7C01%7CD.Mullensiefen%40gold.ac.uk%7C6f3a79724d3d45c2d99e08db10279bde%7C0d431f3f20c1461c958a46b29d4e021b%7C0%7C0%7C638121534878519036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ylgSsEKsoT4ZvCV253YNWOuGGAJtrL7Rt0G300CHOG8%3D&reserved=0
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